
  

  

  

BY LIZ SANCHEZ 

 

     In recent years, it seems that our 
country has taken an acute interest in 

being ñpolitically correct.ò Is society 

so out of control that it needs to ex-
amine every thought, word, and ac-

tion in terms of political correctness, 

or has our country simply grown too 
sensitive? It seems that every time 

there is a broadcast on NBC, CNN, or 

FOX there is always a mention of 
whether something is politically 

correct. As this idea of political cor-

rectness spreads through society, 
people are being forced to censor 

themselves for fear of saying some-

thing ñoffensive.ò Is the line for what 
is acceptable and what is unaccept-

able still the same or has political 

correctness completely changed the 
concept of right and wrong speech? 

 

Today, it seems that almost any word 
we speak can be manipulated into 

something that may sound offensive. 

Living in the United States, citizens 
always seek to correct injustices as 

well as they should. However, this 

quest to correct injustices has resulted 
in going to the extremes in order to 

avoid anything that may sound even 

remotely insulting. People are forced 
to analyze every word they say to 

avoid stepping on anyoneôs toes, or   

INSIDE THIS ISSUE:  

Featured Articles 1 

Sports  2 

Fine Arts  3 

Student Life 4 

Reviews 5 

Other Happenings 6-7 

Poetry  8-9 

NEWSPAPER STAFF 

Chief Editors: 

Liz Sanchez 

David Bologna 

Copy Editors: 

Liz Sanchez 

Bianca Sicich 

Designers: 

David Bologna 

Sam Machann 

Secretary: 

Gabi Camacho 

Writers: 

Sarah Fumagalli 

Maura Weis 

Rebecca Weis 

Brianna Weis 

Lucia Winkeler 

Christina Blackburn 

Gabi Camacho 

Bianca Sicich 

 

 

 

 

ST. DOMINIC SAVIO CATHOLIC HIGH SCHOOL, FOUNDED IN 2009 

  VOLUME 2, ISSUE 5                                                                FEBRUARY 2011 

Fun Corner                               10 

else face the wrath of the ñpolitically 

correctò masses. Restrictions on 

speech have gone to such extremities 
that terms that are not ñgender neu-

tralò, like fireman, are considered 

incorrect. This shows how society is 
trying too hard to cater to the needs of 

every single person and take into 

account all of the variations of a per-
sonôs character, no matter how odd or 

bizarre. Of course it is important to 

consider a diversity of people, but so 

much political correctness has turned 

harmless words into something nega-

tive. Does the term fireman reek of 
offensive connotations and insults to a 

group of individuals? We must take 

into account the ways of our culture 
and the principles our country was 

founded upon before condemning a 

personôs speech.  Granted, just be-
cause society follows a certain pattern 

does not mean it is right, but there  

must be a line that society recognizes as 

the divider between inappropriate and 

appropriate speech. 
 

Will people eventually wake up out of 

this politically correct mentality? Peo-
ple will continue to fight for fairness 

because that is an advantage Americans 

have. 

Continued on pg. 8 

BY GABI CAMACHO 

 
     From January 28 to 31, hundreds of 

youth from the Austin diocese gath-

ered in Waco for the 2011 Diocesan 
Catholic Youth Conference (DCYC). 

This may sound cheesy, but after 

coming from DCYC, you feel like you 
just drank a Jesus espresso. You might 

be one of those people who finds it 

awkward to talk about your faith in 
front of others, but DCYC can change 

your perspective. Even if your only  

reason to attend is to escape from your 

family for the weekend, go anyway. 
At first I wasnôt sure what to expect, 

but after adoration with Fr. John, 

prayer time with Fr. Charlie (Sra. 
Marcosôs son), an encounter with 

Mary by the Dominican Sisters, and 

mass with Bishop Vasquez, I feel 
strengthened in my prayer life. But 

wait, before you think ñthis isnôt for 

me,ò DCYC is not just about praying. 
The concerts, or as my church calls 

them, ñJesus Jams,ò are a lot of fun. 

Continued on pg. 8 
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Did you know that 

it takes the food 

seven seconds to get 

from your mouth to 

your stomach? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

the state of Florida 

is bigger than 

England? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that  

Pittsburgh is the 

only city where all 

major sports teams 

have the same 

colors: black and 

gold? 

BY BRIANNA WEIS 

     Savioôs first varsity girls soccer team made it all the way to 

the TAPPS state playoffs. Congratulations, girls! The team lost 

in the first round of the playoffs, but proved that being a new 
team does not rule out going to state. Next year looks promising 

for both the boys and girls soccer teams to play well and win at 

the district and state levels.  The boys soccer team was one win 
short of making the state playoffs, but the boys still made us 

proud and had a great season.  

 
Savioôs boys and girls basketball teams made it to the state play-

offs as well. Unfortunately, both teams lost during the first 

round, but they represented the school well. They played hard 
every time they stepped on the court and proved that next year 

they are going to be a force to be reckoned with at state. Con-

gratulations to both basketball teams for their skill on the court, 
which has made the Savio name known to other schools. 

 

As the soccer and basketball seasons have ended, the softball and 
baseball seasons have started. The boys baseball team has al-

ready played two games and emerged victorious in both.  Great 

job, boys! The girlsô softball team is awaiting their first game in 
March but continue to practice and hone their softball skills until 

then. The Savio community wishes the softball and baseball 

teams good luck during their varsity seasons. Savio may be a 
young school, but the Eagles have proven that they can soar over 

the competition. 
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Did you know that the 

average housefly 

weighs 10 to 15 

millionths of a pound? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that in 

Corpus Christi, Texas, 

it is illegal to raise 

alligators in your 

home? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that the 

average life span of a 

peasant during the 

medieval ages was 25 

years? 

 

BY DAVID BOLOGNA 
 

     As the second semester of school is just about reaching its mid-

point, the Savio Fine Arts Department could not be busier. The 
Savio Symphony, Choir, and Faith Choir are holding grueling re-

hearsals to prepare for TAPPS Competition coming up in March. 

Both ensembles are working diligently and will definitely make our 
Eagles community proud. Additionally, Savioôs Theater Department 

is currently under constructionðdesigning and building sets for the 

spring musical, The Wizard of Oz. On February 2, the members had 
their first official read-through of the whole script from start to 

finish. The cast said they canôt wait to add all the elements, such as 

costumes, choreography, and sets. They expect some excellent work 
from Ms. Ingraffiaôs and Mr. Dzbenskiôs Technical Theater classes. 

Next, the newest addition to the Fine Arts Department is the Savio 

Show Choir. Holding rehearsals every Thursday, this group com-
bines modern music and dance into a fun, uplifting experience. The 

show choir hopes to compete and publicly perform soon. 

 
With so many rehearsals, performances, and competitions going on 

right now, it is hard for the Fine Arts Department to find any time 

for some good-old fashioned fun, yet they still do. Savio held its 
fourth Fine Arts Social on February 10. The social was a time for 

the fine arts students to come together as a community, take a break 

from reading time signatures and key changes, and just have some 
good fun. The ñGlowstick Partyò was a techno-inspired gathering. 

Mr. Dzbenskiôs room was magically transformed from its normal 

classroom setting into a lively and exotic dance room. The room, 

filled with blacklights, glowsticks, and strobe lights galore, set the 

perfect mood for the nonstop techno music that filled the air as 
students danced the night away. It was a great event that alleviated 

much of the stress from this tense time. Both the students and the 

faculty very much appreciated it.  
 

Even though the second semester is bringing many new challenges, 

the Savio Fine Arts Department still seems to take each one on with 
a smile. Every note, costume piece, and dance step is a new adven-

ture for them. Even in the midst of this chaos, they still find time to 

have fun. 
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Did you know that 

sometimes frozen 

fruits and 

vegetables are more 

nutritious than 

fresh? 

 

 

Did you know that 

Walt Disney World 

generates about 

120,000 pounds of 

garbage every day? 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

nearly 22,000 

checks will be 

deducted from the 

wrong account over 

the next hour? 

 

BY BIANCA SICICH 

 

     The annual Catholic Schools Week recently 
struck Savio in a week of outrageous outfits, pious 

PB&J sandwich-making and ï much to the delight 

of the student body ï several hours off. The week 
kicked off with a 2-hour delay on Monday, January 

13. When students finally began to fill the hall-

ways, they were dressed in the colors of their grade 

schools. Schools from all over Texas and Austin  

were represented by their alumniôs spirit wear. On 

Tuesday, two special occasions claimed the day. 
The students shuffled into classes with not a saddle 

shoe nor dress shoe, but rather with silly shoes and 

socks! Among the top hits for shoes were slippers, 
and many feet were at ease and relaxed on that 

Tuesday. The other event of the day was the two-

day ordeal of making PB&J sandwiches for Mobile 
Loaves and Fishes during Mr. Pernaôs theology 

classes. The students formed an assembly line and 

by the end of Wednesday finished loads of sand-
wiches for the homeless and the needy.  

After having a ñnormalò mass uniform day on 
Wednesday, the students celebrated the most 

groovy, neat-o, and sometimes downright crazy 

day of all: decades day.  The day began with a 2-

hour delay due to the power outages in the area, 

but the students didnôt let that spoil any moments 

of fun. The Savio halls abounded with hippie gals, 
greaser dudes, swinginô Mafiosos, and afro-decked 

girls and boys. The entire twentieth century was 

represented on that Thursday, along with sprin-
klings of a few earlier years (Sister jokingly said, 

ñIôm dressed from the 1200s!ò). Thursday was by 

far the most expressive dress day, but Catholic 
Schools Week was stopped short due to the power 

outages and inclement weather. On Friday, which 

was supposed to be a Savio spirit day and the stu-
dents vs. teachers soccer game, students took their 

weekend early and hopefully enjoyed the rarity that 

is snow in Austin. Savio gets an A+ for being an 
American Catholic School!  
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Did you know that 

the onion is named 

after the Latin word 

'unio' meaning large 

pearl? 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

kilts are not native to 

Scotland, but they 

originated in France? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Did you know that 

dirty snow melts 

more quickly than 

clean? 

BY LUCIA WINKELER 
 

     ñLove at first sightò is a common phrase, but some people do not 

believe in it. Is it possible for a person to fall in love with someone 
the first time they see him or her? In the dystopian society of 

Matched by Ally Condie, love at first sight is expected and accepted. 

Officials enter the genetic code of citizens who want to marry in their 
data pool of other citizensô DNA and match two citizens together 

when they turn seventeen at a formal Match Banquet. There, the 

faces of the matches of the teenagers appear on a screen; once 

matched, the couple is expected to get married and have children 

together, no questions asked. When Cassia Reyes turns seventeen her 

match turns out to be her best friend, Xander Carrow. Everything 
goes as planned between them until Cassia puts in Xanderôs micro-

card, which has his statistics, into their TV-like port and sees another 

face replace Xanderôs before the screen turns off. The other boy, Ky 
Markham, is an Aberration; Aberrations arenôt supposed to be 

matched. However, Ky is matched and Cassia canôt stop thinking 

about why. Officials tell her there is a glitch and she is supposed to 
be thinking of Xander, but Cassia canôt stop thinking about Ky. She 

canôt avoid running into Ky, as they live in the same Borough, and he 

seems to pop up wherever she is.  They start seeing each other more 
often because they are in the same hiking group, and as Ky illegally 

begins to teach her how to write, they slowly start falling in love. 

Both know, however, that they can never be together because of Kyôs 
Aberration status. Matters become more complicated for Cassia as 

she struggles to figure out a way to rebel against the dystopian Soci-
ety and choose between the love she feels for both Xander and Ky. In 

the end, she has to choose either the societyôs plans with Xander, or a 

new, free life with Ky.  
 

This book was a very interesting and entertaining read. What at first 

glance may appear to be a sappy teenage love story is actually a book 
with multiple layers and hints of political satire. Readers of George 

Orwellôs 1984 may find themselves comparing Cassiaôs society to the 

one Orwell created. The book moves right along at a good pace and, 
once started, will be hard to put down. Even though Ally Condie is a 

debut author, Matched lacks the flaws that other debut books have. 

All of the main characters, their emotions, and their stories are very 
well developed and fleshed out. Even the cold, aloof, officials 

dressed in their white coats seem to be human.   

 
Although it seems that Cassiaôs parents and brother, Bram, could 

have been more developed, they do not play a huge role in story. The 

only characteristics that make all of the officials seem different are 
gender and appearance; had the author made the officials possess a 

few more different quirks, it would have been easier to tell them 

apart, as they remain nameless except for being called Officials.  
 

All in all, Matched is a wonderful book that should not be judged by 

its summary; it is more than it appears to be. After gobbling it up, 
readers will have to wait later in the year for the trilogyôs second 

installment, Crossed, to find out how Cassiaôs struggles continue. 

Ally Condieôs debut novel is well worth the read, and her works are 

worth looking forward to for reading in the future. 
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BY REBECCA WEIS 
      
     The month of February is officially Black History Month in the 
United States and in Canada. But how did February become the 

month to celebrate the achievements of African-Americans? In 

1925, Doctor Carter G. Woodson, an African-American historian, 
founded the Association for Study of Negro Life and History. He 

proposed that the week which contained both Abraham Lincolnôs 

and Fredrick Douglasô birthdays be a week to encourage people to 
learn more about black history. He chose this week because Abra-

ham Lincoln, whose birthday is February 12, issued the Emancipa-

tion Proclamation, and Fredrick Douglas, whose birthday is Febru-
ary 14, was a former slave and abolitionist. In 1970, this week was 

dubbed Black History Week, and six years later February became 

Black History Month. Now, every year the president issues a proc-
lamation declaring that the second month of the year is officially 

Black History Month. Black History Month is a time when people 

are encouraged to reflect on and know the achievements and ad-
vances of African-Americans as individuals and as a community. 
 

There are many well-known African-Americans who have had a 

tremendous impact on society, such as Martin Luther King Jr. and 

Rosa Parks. Yet, there are many other African-Americans who 

have also had a lasting effect on society. African-Americans have 

made many enduring achievements in sports. One of the most 

notable was in baseball with Jackie Robinson. He became the first 
African-American to play in Major League baseball after breaking 

the color barrier. In golf, Charlie Sifford broke golfôs color barrier 
and became the first African-American on the PGA tour. Had these 

men not been willing to break the color barrier, future athletes like 

Muhammad Ali would not have had opportunities in sports.  

African-Americans not only broke the color barrier in sports, but 
they also broke the barrier in entertainment as well. Marian Ander-

son was the first African-American to perform in the New York 

Metropolitan Opera. Other musicians to break the color barrier in 
terms of art were Louis Armstrong and Duke Ellington. Again, had 

these individuals not been willing to break the color barrier, per-

formers like Bill Cosby, Morgan Freeman, Queen Latifah, and 

Jennifer Hudson might not be as famous as they are today.  

Finally, science was a major field where African-Americans began 

to break down the color barrier. Marjorie Lee Browne was a pio-

neer in mathematics. She became the first African-American 
women to earn a doctorate in this field. Marie Daly was the first 

African-American women to earn a Ph..D. in chemistry. Lastly, 

Daniel Hale Williams was the founder of Provident Hospital in 
Chicago. He is credited as being the first to succeed in performing 

heart surgery. Additionally, there have been many other inventors, 

politicians, and educators who have made a difference in our soci-
ety. One of these inventors is Lonnie Johnson, who designed the 

Super Soaker Water Gun in 1989. The Super Soaker quickly be-

came the most popular toy for boys for many years. Thus, not only 
did African-Americans break the color barrier and help create 

equality, but they also developed many useful inventions that we 

still use today. It is during Black History Month that we remember 
and celebrate all of the men and women who took a stand and 

changed the world, often one day and game at a time. 

He loves me, he loves me not 
 

BY SARAH FUMAGALLI  
 
     It was that time of year again, Valentineôs 

Day, when people go out of their way to buy 

their special someone that perfect gift that 
shows their loved one just how much they love 

him or her, while for other people itôs that 

dreaded day when they go to the nearest grocery 

store, purchase the biggest box of chocolates, 

and spend a night watching sappy romance 

movies. Whether youôre a person who looks 
forward to the red dyed hearts or someone who 

suffers an allergic reaction to the very thought of 

a day dedicated to love, one thing is for sure: 
Valentineôs Day does not go unnoticed.  

 

After several Savio students were surveyed on 
the subject of Valentineôs Day, the overall con-

sensus seems to be that most St. Dominic Savio 

students dislike Valentineôs Day. Bailey Hall-
berg said, ñitôs a waste of time and money, 

because if youôre going to show that you love 

someone you should show them all the time.ò 
While that appears to be a valid reason for 

someone to dislike the day of hearts, Kevin Le 
and David Edenhoffer both had a different rea-

son. Kevin and David both agreed that on Val-

entineôs Day ñitôs kind of like a guy has to do 
everything and the girl just sits thereéand eats 

chocolate.ò Most of the other male Savio stu-

dents said similar things, agreeing that Valen-
tineôs Day just seems like a ñfeminine holiday, 

[and that] the guys get taken advantage of.ò  

 
But there was a small percentage of surveyed 

students who think that Valentineôs Day ñis 

cuteò (Jenna Sommer) and believe that the heart-
shaped chocolates and cards arenôt as bad as 

some people would like to believe. Mary Keller-

man said that ñValentineôs Day might be cheesy, 
but nobody can deny that they feel special when 

[they] receive something on Valentineôs Day.ò It 

appears that those who dislike Valentineôs Day 
hate it with a passion, while those who like it 

seem pretty calm and collected in their opinion 

of the lovey-dovey holiday. After Cole Korte 
read over the comments made by those surveyed 

(the majority of them being negative) he said 

that he ñthink[s] [that] people who knock down 
Valentineôs Day do so because theyôve never 

really experienced it,ò and he added that ñyou 

donôt have to have a boyfriend to enjoy Valen-
tineôs Day.ò  

 

Whether or not you love Valentineôs Day, itôs 
obvious that everyone has an opinion of how 

great it is or how nauseating it can be. How do 

you feel about the day of love? 



BY DAVID BOLOGNA 
 

     The Grammy Awards ceremony is usually an event of 

great entertainment, artistry, and music. This year it 
seemed to fall short of those attributes, however. With 

only a handful of really talented artists performing and a 

never-ending sea of junk, this yearôs Grammyôs lost the 
glitz and glamour it usually conveys. 

 

Numerous famous artists have performed at the prestig-
ious Grammy Awards; among these are Elton John, Are-

tha Franklin, and many more. However, with new faces 

popping in and out of the music industry, some are unfor-
gettable while others seem to bore people to tears. At the 

53rd Annual Grammy Awards this year, some perform-

ances blossomed with spectacular musical appearances, 
from Lady Antebellum, Mumford and Sons, Lady Gaga, 

and a few others, but a majority of the on-stage perform-

ances, such as those from the plastic Justin Bieber, the 
seemingly vengeful Eminem, and the chaotic Arcade Fire, 

kept viewers in the pantry looking for that last bag of 

popcorn or in the bathroom wondering when the ñmusicò 
would end. 

 

Throughout the night, there were some great performances 
and some terrible ones. While many pre-teen girls may 

have swooned over the always lip-syncing Justin Bieber, 
he yet again continued to disappoint real music lovers 

with his artificial songs and performance that screamed, 

ñFake!ò Not a ñbelieberò? Donôt worry, there were other 

performances to let the audience down. Arcade Fire, 

somehow the winner of the Album of the Year award, 

seemed to chaotically parade around the stage and hit 
instruments while men on bikes performed mediocre 

tricks around them. It was nothing short of a disaster. 

Finally, Barbra Streissand, once a legend of music, 
croaked her way through one of her heartfelt hits from 

ages ago. As much as people appreciate all Ms. Streissand 

has done, she didnôt have to sing a song filled with notes 
she could only hit 20 years ago. Depressed by the amount 

of bad performances yet? Although mediocrity seemed to 

fill every inch of the Staples Center, there were some 
exquisite acts. 

Within the mess of some performances came a few memorable artists that pleased viewers at home. Lady Gagaôs debut of her new single ñBorn This Wayò opened 
the show with a bang. In the midst of a great song with an inspiring message, Gaga still seemed to please her ñLittle Monstersò with outrageous makeup and set 

pieces. Another Lady that really made the night was Lady Antebellum. The band, which seemed to win almost every award, per-

formed a great rendition of an old classic along with their hit song ñNeed You Nowò. Their passion and creativity was very clear 
throughout their time on stage. Another excellent addition to the stellar performances was the new band Mumford and Sons. Their 

bluegrass and jazzy music lightened the mood and showed a fun and heartfelt side of music many people fail to see in artists today. 

These few but bright acts showed some light at the end of the tunnel. 
 

While many people look forward to the Grammys as a night of celebrities, fun, and awesome music, this yearôs 53rd Annual Grammy 

Awards brought the opposite of what many viewers expected. However, in a room of darkness, there were a few artists that showed a 
light of hope for the future of the music industry. Ultimately, the 53rd Annual Grammy Awards could definitely be compared to a trip 

to Grannyôs. 
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